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INTER=ASLAN AFFAIRS 


MARITIME EXPERTS MEET ON MARINE POLLUTION 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 4 Nov 80 p 8 


Text Maritime experts from 17 Asian countries are currently meeting in Manila 
to draw up plans of controlling marine pollution, especially that caused by oil 
spilis or wastes from ships at sea. 


commodore Brillante C. Ochoco, commandant of the Philippine Coast Guard, said 
that the workshop'’s obfective is to develop key personnel trained in the tech- 
nique of preventing, abating, and controlling marine pollution from ships 
through mechanical and chemical methods. 


“Two international organizations and the Philippine Coast Guard are sponsoring 

the workshop,” Ochoco said. He identified them as the Inter-Governmental Maritime 
Consultative Organization (IMCO) and the United Nations Environmental Programs 
(UNEP). 


All three organizations hope that the workshop would contribute to the creation 

and maintenance of ofl spill arrangements in each country, and these--in turn-- 

would result in the creation of bigger bodies at regional and subregional levels 
which would deal with major ofl spills that might affect many countries. 


In welcoming the delegates from 17 countries, Commodore Simeon M. Alejandro, 
flaw officer-in command of the Philippine Navy, said that the workshop “brings 
ro focus the untversality of the problem of marine pollution as well as the 

smmon effort of governments to protect tae sea which may be the last frontier 
so essential for the survival of humankind.” 


Cdr. Araw Bernabe, commander of the National Operation Center for 0il Pollution 
WocoP), said that the workshop is attended by delegates from Australia, Bangla- 
desh, Burma, China, Democratic Kampuchea, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, 
Papua New Guinea. the Philippines, Republic of Korea, Singapore, Sri Lanka, 
Thailand, Srunei, Hongkong, and Vietnam. 


eneroso F. Tanseco, administrator of the Maritime Industry Authority, delivered 
the keynote address of the weeklong workshop. Included in the workshop will be 
a demonstration later in the week to be conducted by the Bataan Refinery Corp. 


be etaged at sea off its facilities at Limay, Bataan, the demonstration will be 
in the form of a “spillex,” a technical term for an exercise at combatting ma ine 


pollution, either by mechanical or chemical means. 
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AUSTRALIA 


ENVTRONMENT [IGNORED IN ELECTION CAMPAIGN 


syaney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 17 Oct 80 p 10 





Article by Joseph Glascott, eavironmental writer: “Electoral Silence on the 
Fnvironment | 





Text) The effects on the environment of the projected resources boom from the 
mid-1980s have been virtually ignored in the election campaign. 


Indeed, the whole issue of conservation and environmental protection has received 
Little attention. The party leaders failed to mention the subject in their main 
policy speeches. 


This is despite the fact that the developments will involve large-scale explora- 
tion and exploitation of Australia’s energy reserves and that many natural en- 
vironment areas will be under pressure from mining and processing plant. 


The amenity of life in established communities will be affected by auxiliary 
services such as po er stations, dams and heavy haulage vehicies. 


The concern of residents and primary producers about the planned inaustrialisa- 
tion of the Hunter Valley is a prime example of this process in NSW. 


The Government parties gave environment and conservation 30 lines in the supple- 
mentary statements to the speec., by the Prime Minister, Mr Fraser. 


Claiming that wide-ranging measures have already been introduced to protect 
Australia’s physical environment and its unique flora and fauna, the Government 
says its policy is to maintain a "responsible balance between development and 
conservation." 


The conservation movement is not happy with such generalisations, especially 
in view of the Government's low profile on conservation and environment. 


The Government, and the Opposition for that matter, say the main responsibility 
for environmental protection rests with the States. Nevertheless, there are many 
areas where the Federal Government's involvement is essential. 


\fter five years in power, the Government's conservation record rests largely on 
two initiatives--a halt to sand-mining on Fraser Island and a ban on whaling in 


Australian waters. 











‘here were important gaina for conservation, but a major leasue which leaves con- 
servationtate dissatiafied ta pretection of the Great Barrier Reef. 


Mr Fraser in his supplementary says: ‘For the future, the Government reaffirms 
its decision not to allow drilling on the Barrier Reef or any drilling or mining 
that could damage the Reef. 


nh cooperation with the Queensland Government, the Federal Government is devei- 
{ne a ‘an for extension of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park." 


+, - 
~ -- 


Knowing the pressures from mining companies and the Queensiand Government for 
exploration of the Reef, conservationists will not be happy until all the Reef 
is declared protected in a marine national park. 


fhe Government wins credit for continuing the Whitlam Government's initiative 
ind setting up the Australian Heritage Commission. The commission's national 
estate register now lists thousands of places in the natural and physical envi- 
ronment worthy of preservation. 


But the Australian Council of National Trusts is bitter about the Federal 
sovernment's reduced support to the national estate programs of the States. 


The chairman of the council, Mr V. H. Parkinson, in a statement released after 
the last Budget pointed out that the national estate grants to the States 
totalling $2.2 million compared with $29.3 million to the Australian Council 
for the Arts, including $3 million for the Australian Opera. 


in an election campaign note>le for its failure to discuss many other important 
issues, the Labor Opposition had not made a feature of conservation policies. 


However, before Mr Hayden's policy speech, the Opposition spokesman on the 
environment, Mr Barry Cohen, released a comprehensive statement on its environ- 
ment policy. 


[t dealt with practically every conservation issue from the Commonwealth's en- 
vironment protection legislation to pollution, national parks, wiid life, the 
Great Barrier Reef, forestry and the nuclear question. 


it promises to declare the entire Great Barrier Reef a national park. 


"So far some 6 per cent of the (Barrier Reef) park has been declared,’ the 
noitcy statement says. 


‘Even if 99 per cent of the Great Barrier Reef region is gazetted as part of the 
park, oil drilling in the balance could inflict untold damage on the Reef. 


"It is not being too cynical to suggest that this is exactly what the Fraser 
Government and their Queensland colleagues have in mind.” 


Conservation of the environment, Like so many other important issues, has been 
left aside in this unusual election campaign. 


CSO: 5000 




















AUSTRALIA 


NSW POLLUTION CONTROL COMMISSION 1979 REPORT ISSUED 
Summary of Report 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 12 Sep 80 p 1 
[Text] The levels of lead in Sydney's air during 1979 were above the recommended 
level in many areas, according to the annual report of the State Pollution Control 


Commiesion. 


The report said that smog levels have been falling since early 1977--although, it 
said, the apparent reasons for this trend needed to be treated with caution. 


The report was tabled in the Legislative Assembly vesterday. 
It said the maximum safe level of lead in the air recommended by the Health and 
Medical Research Council, 1.5 micrograms per cubic metre, was exceeded throughout 


the year in the central business district of Sydney. 


In tle metropolitan areas measured by the commission, Randwick, Lane Cove, Rozelle 
and Rydalmere, the recommended level was exceeded for fie months of the year. 


During July to September last year, levels of lead poli:tion in the central business 
district were more than twice the recommended figure. 


The commission has supported the State Government's stated intention of introducing 
lead-free petrol by July 1984. 


This was the only cost-effective way of reducing lead levels in the air, the repcrt 
said. 


Together with the use of catalytic converters to reduce hydrocarbon emission from 
vehicle exhausts, the Government's scheme wo.ld also bring a reduced level of photo- 


chemical pollution. 


Lead Filters Rejected 


The report rejected the proposal that lead filters, which trap lead compounds be- 
fore they are emitted from vehicle exhausts, were an effective lead-reduction 
method. 








Their long-term efficiency has not been established and, unlike catalytic convertors, 
they did not reduce levels of smog-forming pollutants. 


Discussing the reason for the fall in smog, or photo-chemical pollution, the report 
said that weather patterns and not preventive measures might be the real reason. 


Smog was carried downwind from Sydney, monitors at Alb.on Park and Mittagong showed. 
When smog was bad in Sydney the polluted air was carried offshore by the wind, then 


brought back ‘» sea breezes. The net result was that Sydney's smog plume influenced 
regions to the south « ¢ southwest of the city. 





There was little chance that Sydney's smog levels would be kept below those recom 
mended as safe by the National Health and Medical Research Council, unless vehicle 
emissions were further controlled, the report said. 


The National Health «nd Medical Research Council has recommended a long-term goal 
of 12 parts per hundred million. 


The maximum safe smog level was exceeded in Sydney on only 10 days during 1979, 
compared with an average of 44 days during the period for which readings were highest, 
1975-1977, the report said. 


During 1979-80 39 companies and 11 individuals were fined by the commission for 
various forms of pollution. 


Most fines (33) were made under the Clean Air Act. 
Sydney Pollution Levels 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 12 Sep 80 p 3 


[Text] The graph at left shows how the 























icrograms per lead concentration in Sydney's air varies 
cubic metre seasonally. 
3.5, 
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This shows that for five months of the year the lead conceu. -* above the recom 
mended safe maximum. 











The readings are recorded in the State Pollution Control Commission's report for 
1979, tabled in State Parliament yesterday. 


The commission supportea the Government's plan to force the introduction of lead-free 
petrol in NSW by July 1984, 


Children's Health Endangered 
Srisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 22 Sep 80 p 24 


‘Text] Sydney.--A sample study by the New South Wales Health Commission has shown 
that lead Levels in Sydney children are high enough to warrant a major study. 


The commission is seeking a special grant of $200,000 from the State Government to 
carry out a two-year study of more than 1,000 people. 


The study of 27 children in an industrial district, found the average lead level 
was 19.9 micrograms a 100 millilitre of blood. 


The head of the commission's division o. occupational health, Dr Allan Crawford, 
said yesterday that one child had a blood lead level of 35 micrograms. Five or six 
had levels of about 25. 


A recent major Sydney study, on the basis of a review of the scientific literature 
on the effects of lead on health, recommends that all children should have levels 
of less than 25 micrograms. 


The Health Commission has recommended that New South Wales accept the view of the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency, and the European Economic Community, 
that no child should be above 30 micrograms. 


This means the average level for all children should be about 15 micrograms. 


The levels found in the sample study are lower than those reported for a comparable 
group in the Sydney study, which was carried out by three University of NSW re- 
searchers. 


They found an average blood lead level of 24.8 micrograms among children at Cardeners 
Road Primary School, Mascot. They said 11.5 percent of all the children tested 
exceeded the 30 micrugram level. 


The sample study's figures are higher than those reported in two other studies. 


A recent Victorian Health Commission study found an average level of 13.3 micrograms 
in 122 children living in Melbourne's inner suburbs. 


A check by the State Health Commission on 140 Port Kembla children, following re- 
ports of unusually high levels of lead in the air there, found the average level war 
13.5 micrograms. 


The petroleum industry, while welcoming the findings of the Victorian study, has 
rejected those of the University of NSW study and has criticised the New South Wales 
Government for using them in pressing for lead-free petrol. 




















However, Dy Crawford said the levels found in the pilot study were high enough, and 
disturbing enough, to warrant a major atudy by the commission. 


"There te so guch emoke around,” he eaid, “Some people might be unduly worried, 
othere might be rightly worried. It's time we had some anawers.” 


The propoeed study would examine whole families in areas ranging from industrial to 
rural, and would check for any possible effecta of lead in the body on behavior and 
intelligence as well ase health. 


Unieaded Gasoline Requirements 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 14 Oct 80 p 12 
[Article by David Robertson, Motoring Editor) 


(Text) The Minister for Planning and Environment, Mr Bedford, made it quite clear 
yesterday that NSW would introduce lawe by 1984 enforcing the use of lead-free 
petrol--alone if necessary. 


Mr Bedford made a statement to the media yesterday and issued a 16-page booklet 
prepared by the State Pollution Control Commission entitled Lead-free Petrol, How 
You Will Benefit. 


Hie prese secretary said: “I think you can take it that this State is definitely 
going ahead with its plane to introduce lead-free petrol from July 1, 1984." 


The booklet foreshadows tough new emission rules to apply from 19865, which would 
almost certainly force car-marere to introduce catalytic converters. 


These standards will reduce the maxig@um legal exhaust hydrocarbons emission by 
5? per cent compared with the present limit and reduce the carbon monoxide limit by 
62 per cent. 


Tho new limite will be 0.9g¢ and 9.3g a kilogram respectively. They are close to 
those eet in the United States in 1976 forcing carmakers to introduce catalytic 
converters. 


The etatement by Mr Bedford clearly means that he and his Cabinet colleagues will 
ignore pleas by the Federal Minister for Transport, Mr Hunt, and the Federal Minister 
for Science, Mr Thomson, not to act unilaterally. 


Both ministers had called on NSW to await the outcome of the February 1981, meeting 
of the National Energy Advisory Committee and the March meeting of State and Federal] 
Transport Mintetere before deciding on future emission control programs “in the 
intereste of the nation on the questions of energy conservation and vehicle and 

fuel costs.” 


One of the booklet's gost interesting statements is that from January 1, 1985, when 
all new petrol-engined vehicles sold in NSW must be designed to run on 92-octane 
lead-free fuel “it will be an offence” to use leaded fuel in these vehicles. 








Mr Bedford said the booklet showed that lead-free petrol would not only greatly reduce 
atmospheric pollution, but would reduce motoriate’ costes and help conserve fuel. 


"Once lead-free petrol is available, car manufacturers will be abie to fit catalytic 
onvertere to control hydrocarbon, nitrogen oxide and carbon gonoxide emissions. 

are with catalytic converters will easily be able to meet etrict new exhaust 
emission standards which will apply from January 1, 1985," he said, 
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AUSTRALIA 


FORME? PREMIER CRITLCIZES URANIUM SAFEGUARDS 
Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in Englieh 17 Oct 80 p 19 


[Text] The Federal Government's zeal for economic reward 
had resulted in a “shallow” uranium safeguards policy, 
former South Australian Premier Mr Don Dunetan said in 
Brisbane last night. 


Mr Dunetan delivered the third T.J. Ryan Memorial lecture at Queensland Uni- 
versity Mayne Halil. 


He said the government had rushed to get the Ranger uranium proposal in the 
Northern Territory into operation but told the public before the 1977 election 
that commercial considerations would not override the necessity of safeguards. 


But now the government policy had changed to “make up your contracts to sell 
uraniun now and we will fix up the safeguarde later.” 





"We have seen from Japan recently one of the most horrifying signs as to what 
we can expect from that country as far as treatment of atomic wastes is con- 
cerned, Mr Dunetan said. 


"While at thie stage of proceedings, they do not appear to have dumped high 
level wastes on the sea bed, they have announced their intention of dumping 
low level atomic wastes on the deep sea bed.” 


Australia had been prepared to acquiesce blandly in what Japan was proposing to 
do in affecting the Pacific area. 


The horror of the emall nations of the Pacific at that prospect was understand- 
able, he said. 


‘Unless we are very careful, we will find that Japan, desperate to dispose of 
ite high level wastes, in due course will dispose of them on the deep sea bed,” 


“Mr Dunetan said Australia, with a quarter of the world’s uranium resources, was 
in a position to say to the rest of the world that it required effective sate- 


guare«. 











it could eay it wanted proved and agreed means of international control of 
plutonium and proved and ay eed means of high level atomic waste disposa! 
before the nuclear cycle proceeded further, 


The T.J. Ryan lecture te in memory of Mr T.J. Ryan, Premier of Queensland from 
1915 to 1919, and Pederal Opposition deputy leader when he died in Barceldine 
in 1921, 
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AUSTRALIA 


DROUGHT HAS WIDESPREAD EFFECTS ON CROPS, LIVESTOCK 
Farm Income Cuts 
Melbourne THE AGE in English 17 Oct 80 p 20 


|Text) Canberra--Australian wool production this financial year is likely to be 
hard hit by the drought, which ie claiming an ever-increasing toll on rural out- 
put and income. 


Agricultural economists say the drought-- .everely affecting New South Wales, 
Weetern Australia and Queensland--could now mean up to $2000 million in total 
coste and income losses. 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics earlier this year estimated that the gross 
value of rural production would be about $12,000 million, but that figure could 
now be only about $10,000 million. 


The income of winter-grain growers could be slashed by about $1000 million, with 
the Auetralian Wheat Board expecting a crop of about 9.65 million tonnes. 


The effect of the drought can be seen when one looks at previous estimates and 
crope--the 1979 yield of more than 16 million tonnes, early estimates for this 
year of about 17 million tonnes, an estimate in July of 15 million tonnes and, 
only two weeks before the latest estimate, an expected 11.2 million tonne crop. 


if rain does not come soon, there could be only eight @illion tonnes available 
for export, after earlier expectations of more than 14 million tonnes. In 1979-80, 
15.2 million tonnes were exported for a total income of $2200 million. 


Livestock producers have aleo been affected, with some observers putting the 
losses in these industries at up to $700 million. 


Because of the drought, cattle numbers are expected to fall to about 25 sillion 
early next vear, the emallest herd for 10 years and far below the 1975 peak of 
13.4 million. The sheep flock will also be hit and will soon be about 133 
million. 


Cattle and sheep prices are likely to rise because of the lower product ion-- 


something that will be a emall consolation to farmers but quite the opposite 
for consumers. 


Li 

















The Auetralian woo] production forecasting committee yesterday forecast a 4,2 
per cent drop in 1980-81 production because of the drought and also reported a 
2 per cent fall in actual production in 1979-80 compared to earlier estimates. 


Harley production ta also being hard hit, with the crop likely to be down by about 
a quarter to 2./ million tonnes, according to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
The drop means an income loss of about $120 million. 


Regional Conditions 
Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 17 Oct 80 p 12 
(Text) The long drought has slashed the MSW wheat crop by more than 3 million 
tonnes, reduced farmers’ incomes by $1 billion and wiped out Sydney's usual 


post-Christmas source of rockmelons. 


Some areas--especially the North West and South Coast--have been hit harder than 
others. 


But all eight agricultural regions have been affected, and steep rises in food 
prices near Christmas and a scarcity of some commodities are certain. 


Regional conditions are: 


South Coast and Illawarra: Stock numbers have been slashed and lambing rate 
will not exceed 40 per cent. 





New England: Centred on Gunnedah, region has some of the most desolate drought- 
affected country. Nothing remains of wheat and cereal crops west of Moree and 
75 per cent of the cattle herd had been slaughtered, sent away to agistment or 
died. 


Mid Coast and Hunter: High salt levels in the lower Hunter River have affected 
irrigation of market gardens which supply Sydney. 


The January rock melon crops have died and summer tomatoes will fail without 
rain. Cattle losses in the upper Hunter have passed 20,000. 


Southern: Conditions not as bad as elsewhere and 25 am of rain last week 
boosted wheat crop prospects. 


South West: Low crop yields expected outside the Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area. 
Very little grazing left. 


North Coast: Tropical fruit crops are showing signs of stress, with smaller, 
lighter bananas expected. Avocado trees may not bear fruit unless they get 
water. 


Western: Large areas of pasture are withering, and yields of wheat, afley and 
oate will be selina. 


12 














Central Weatern: The region has been spared the worst of the drought but crop 
failures have occurred and production will be down. 


Rain Brings Hope 
Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 17 Oct 80 p 3 
[Article by Michael Zekulich: “Rain Revives Harvest Hopes") 


[Text] Steady soaking rain in the past 24 hours has boosted flagging hopes in 
some of the dry agricultural areas of the State. 


it will markedly lift yields for many farmers while for others it is too little 
too late. 


For many it will, in fact, harm dry feed by leaching out nutrients and making it 
unpalatable. 


The best falls in the 24 hours to 9 am yesterday were: York 62mm, Narrogin 49, 
Wagin 47, Katanning 28, Mettler 23, Wandering 22, Albany 21, Corrigin 17 and 
Merredin 13. Hyden received 10mm and Lake Grace 8mm. 


In general terms the rain will not help crops that have already burnt off. But 
it will boost yields for those that are still green and give farmers in the 
southern areas, where there has been heavy wind erosion, the chance to reseed 
to try to stabilise the area. 


However, this will depend on further falls and no strong winds, in the next two 
to three weeks. 


The rain was heavy in some areas causing flooding and dam pollution, but in other 
areas it was steady and soaking. 





Mr M. T. Maguire, who farms at Jingalup, just south of Kojonup, was elated. 
“We cannot stop grinning around here,” he said. 


"I think it will mean that some crops will double in yield. ‘rc was an incredi- 
ble rain. It soaked into the dusty ground, providing excellent moisture for the 
crops. 


"It is the first decent fall for about six weeks. It came just in time for us. 
Our feed was just starting to go.” 


The rains at Narrogin will help crops that had er everely hit by frost and those 
that were drying out. 


However, the falls cut out to the east where mai. crops are drought-affected. 


At Lake Grace, the rains were general and better than expected. It was not 
enough to boost water supplies but could help some crops. 
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The Agriculture Department regional veterinary officer at Northam, Mr John 


Johnston said: ‘Some farmers may now cover sowing costs and some are more con- 


fident than that.” 


Mr Ted Rowley, Agriculture Department officer in charge at Jerramungup, said that 
most crope would benefit and it could ensure some reasonable yields. 


CSo: 5000 
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AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


UNIVERSITY RADIATION SPILL--About 100 millilitres (half a cup) of a radioactive 
solution was epilt when a plastic bottle fractured in the department of soil 
science at the University of WA last month. It happened when a cap was being 
replaced on the bottle. In an instruction circulated yesterday, university 
departments were warned against storing concentrated or stock solutions in 
plastic bottles which might have been dried to breaking point in the sun. It 
said: ‘The spill has now been cleaned up in a satisfactory way." The incident 
happened on September 16. The vice-chancellor, Professor Robert Street, said 
last night that he presumed that the solution war being used as a tracer. It 
was common practice to use a low concentration of radioactive matter to measure 
the degree to which a plant took it up. The radioactivity was very low and the 
spill would have been disposed of by heavy dilution with water. The university 
radioactive-safety officer had been informed and the work was carried out under 
hie direction. [Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 15 Oct 80 p 3) 


SAND=MINING PROTEST--Sydney--Sand-mining protesters at Middle Head. on the NSW 
coast, conceded defeat yesterday as bulldozers wiped out the last of the frontal 
dune on the beach. After weeks of demo.strations resulting in scores of arrests, 
the protesters said that the destruction of all the key elements of the beach was 
complete. A spokesman, Mr Bob Rosen, said that protest delegates were still try- 
ing to lobby the State Government, but it was now plain that any action would be 
too late. But the protesters would fight again and intended to make another stand 
at Grassy Head, which he said was next on the sand-miners' list. [Text] [Perth 
THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 15 Oct 80 p 51) 


POLLUTION PENALTIES QUESTIONED--Environmental offenders regard court fines as 
“simply a licence to pollute,” the NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research 
says. The bureau, in a bulletin issued this month, questions the system of 
penalties. It says that most environmental prosecutions were heard by Courts 
of Petty Sessions. While the maximum penalty for environmental offences was 
$50,000 the maximum fine which could be applied by a Court of Petty Sessions 
was $2,000. “These penalties allow the environmental offender to regard the 
fine as simply a licence to pollute,” the bureau says. It also draws attention 
to the excessive time taken to complete cases against environmental offenders 
compared with other offenders. Of the 298 environmental prosecutions in 1978, 
280 vesulted in convictions. Polluting waters and depositing litter made up 
more than half of the offences. Corporate bodies represented 60 percent of the 
offenders in 1978. Almost 90 percent of offences of polluting the water vere 
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committed by companies. "This facet of corporate crime has had very little 
attention from criminologists," the bureau says. "As a result, corporate 
crime has been conceived only in terms of financial chicanery, whilst the de- 
gradation of the environment by companies has been largely unrecognised." 

(By Joseph Glascott) [Text] [Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 

1? Oe 80 p 12) 


OLL SPILL IN YARRA RIVER--Melbourne--A big oil slick has left almost 100 sea- 
gulls smothered in of] on the banks of the Yarra River in Melbourne. The birds 
were netted by Fisheries and Wildlife Department officers at a nesting site at 
the end of Francis St., Footscray, near the West Gate Bridge. An Environment 
Protection Authority official said that it was the biggest number of birds af- 
fected by an ofl slick in Victoria. The Port and Harbour Authority dispersed 
the slick and an investigation into its source has started. (Excerpts) [Perth 
THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 18 Oct 80 p 9] 


SALINITY IN SOUTHWEST--The increased salinity of South-West river systems is a major 
cust to the community, says a report tabled in the State Parliament, The annual re- 
port of the WA Water Resources Council said that 34 per cent of the total divertible 
surface-water resour es of the South-West had become undrinkable. They had a salt 
content of more than 1000 milligrams a litre. The increased salinity had been 

caused by the clearing of native vegetation, mainly for agriculture. The Swan-Avon 
had a salinity of more than 5000mgl] and the Murray and Frankland Rivers had mre 

than 1500 mgl and was still rising. The report said that without the Government's 
clearing controls applying to the Helena, Warren, Kent, Denmark and Collie Rivers, 

a further 15 to 20 per cent of the divertible surface water resources of the region 
would become undrinkable. Even with the controls, the water resources of all these 
rivers, except the Helena, would continue to decline as a result of previous clearing 
for agriculture. The report said that the unsuitability of the Swan-Avon and a con- 
siderable portion of the Murray River system in providing fresh water for the Perth 
region would result in a big cost in developing other sources to the south. Costs 
were also considerable in improving water resources affected by salinity. A reforesta- 
tion programme on the Collie River catchment had cost $12.5 million. [Text] 

[Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 18 Sep 80 p 48] 


PERTH LEAD LEVELS--It was not necessary to conduct tests to determine the level of 
lead in the blood of Perth children, the Commissioner of Public Health, Dr J.C. 
McNulty, said yesterday. But he said that there was a need to know more about lead 
levels in Perth's atmosphere. Dr McNulty was responding to comments by Dr Brian 
O'Connor, from the physics department at the WA Institute of Technology, that lead 
levels in the blood of Perth children would be high enough to warrant a major study. 
Similar levels in Sydney had prompted the NSW Health Commission to request a 
$200,000 grant from the State Government. No study had been made into the levels 

in children in WA. [The Sydney study of 27 children in an industrial district 

found that the average lead level was 19.9 micrograms per 100 millilitres of blood. 
The average recommended by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is about 15 
micrograms}. Dr O'Connor said that the level in the atmosphere around William Street 
was more than double the recommended concentration. The Minister for Health, Mr Young 
was unavailable for comment yesterday. [Text] [Perth THE WEST AUSTRALIAN in English 
25 Sep 80 p 19) 


ASBESTOS SURVEY--A Queensland University research team has begun monitoring asbestos 
levels in the lungs of people who have died in Brisbane metropolitan hospitals. It 
is the first survey of its kind in Queensland, and the second in Australia. Reader 
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in the pathology department, Dr Richard Steele, is conducting the survey of 100 

lungs with the help of three medical students. Dr Steele said yesterday he hoped 

the study would be repreated next year, and then at regular intervals, to tes. 
whether asbestos levels in lungs were increasing. [Excerpt] [Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL 


in English 27 Sep 80 p 3] 
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LNDIA 


WATERSHED MANAGEMENT PARLEY OPENS IN DELHI 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 30 Oct 80 p 5 


(Text | 


‘ 2 4 A 
Ono HER eH HR 
aelis yrs it at 
Hsia | oy. 
$y: 


anne ~ i Hee iF a 


ay nafs Ech 5heta? £232". 
inthe ti crue i 
ip Lee ial als iH 


i 
THE rat Va ai Mat uth 23 


te or Ue 


cs ete 


isda 4 | i + sli hit ii 





5000 


cso: 


16 








INDIA 


MINISTER EXPLAINS PLAN TO LINK RIVER SYSTEMS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 25 Oct 80 p 7 


(Text) New Delhi, Oct 23--A Rs 50,000-crore national plan for interlinking vari- 
ous river systems and creating a chain of large water storage units has been drawn 
up by the Government with a view to maximizing the utilization of available water, 
the Union Irrigation Minister, Mr Kedar Pandey, said here today, reports PTI. 


Inaugurating the third Afro-Asian regional conference of the International Com- 
mission on Irrigation and Drainage, Mr Pandey said that not only the States of 
India but neighbouring countries would stand to benefit from the plan. Its im- 
plementation would depend on their cooperation. 


In India itself, the plan, when completed, would mean irrigation facilities for 
an additional 35 million hectares, besides the generation of an additional 40 
million kilowatts of hydro-power. Flood control and increased navigation facil- 
ities would be the other benefits. 


Investigations relating to first phase of the scheme are proposed to be taken up 
shortly, the Minister said. 


About 250 delegates from 15 countries in the region are expected to participate 
in the five-day conference, which has been organized by the Central Board of 
Irrigation and Power. 


The theme of the conference is "management of water in irrigation systems, inclua- 
ing conjunctive use of surface and ground waters and command area development." 
The Central Boaid of Irrigation and Power functions as the Indian national commit- 
tee of the ICID, which has such committees in 76 countries. 


The Minister said with a sharp rise in population and with practically the entire 
arable area having been brought under cultivation the only hope of many develop- 

ing countries meeting future food and fibre requirements was to maximize agricul- 
tural output. That was why the Centre had given high priorit) to development of 

irrigation and more efficient water utilization. 


CSO: 46220 
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INDIA 


RIVERS ARE DISEASE-CARRYING TORRENTS OF FILTH 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 15 Oct 80 p 19 


[Articie by Najmul Hassan in New Delhi] 


anit if; Fal as 





seqsEpeegt i ae p 28h: 
nce : nl 
peidrine 

Sz Sgeygred § 

- ie - iH 
ste Hat ne 
i ili Fe a rs ti 


ae eH 
i lpi iy ie 


25 fas § 23268 tas 
ud i ite slit 


p28 


tnarPubile Wealth De 
ularly bat dl 
som ucoush 





He toid a seminar that 


an | voor adeut = 


Suspervasion toto 


[Text } 


lei i 


— 


‘ He RI 


ib 
He micas 


ii 
a 


rake ante 
: Pali ‘ i 


z aSttcy 2yepsenaztgi y 
te EAE | 
et ate Te ial 


i eal r 
Ene =} 
EAH 


failp 
Tae He 
wih nls 


ua 


5000 


CSO: 


20 








INDLA 


AGAINST EROSLON 


RGES ' ' MT 


, 
LTORIAI 


ED 
> 


in English 24 Oct p & 


THE HINDU 


ae 


Madr 


‘leperiiled Forest ‘ over | 


cit 











ie i i 
ki in 
iif ete 


a ie Fo avh i atk ede 


ue i a 










tl 


Ht Hr 





Dane 


Z 

gee af ii i 
i,*=<35 

pe ht th HiGe 








; rat ui ll 
patie) § sb ef eal 
ite Wale Bh iN ie a 

# e @z2- £3% - et 
: f a aaa ft: “iit aly ile Hi 

© 2 z. 6 

alls He isi lin Fotititte 
<3 : Re ab tt 53435 st as 
Sis i teat SATE ey i the 
ae i — plete i 1 eel 
-: al i as Aigwit i safti 
| a cern 
: - if:- ats HE Hh s frie ,e%3s “agli 
aaa il eae etl 




















Scapa erent WU 


re Mh Hil sa ii 
i Ga a i NE 
‘aiid tie ni nF Hl iis H He 


ieee £ te 






3 
: 
é 
$ 
ti 





o 
. 
es 
. 
. 
” 
- 
e 
. 
€ 
= 
c 
- 
- 
= 
3 
> 





af? 





> coins 





p2SR8g2: 4792705223 385 sigs 332 wr agpieitiii 
i Hula A he i i i He ele 
Hpi pus 43 HH le Pitpahii 

















MALAYSIA 


DIFFERENT APPROACHES TO TREATMENT OF PALM O1L EFFLUENT 


vet 80 p 6 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 15 
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NEW ZEALAND 


CONSERVATIONISTS ACHIEVE LON) -SOUGHT COASTAL RESERVE 
Avekland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 14 Oct 80 p 2 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


ECONOMIC MEASURES EMPLOYED TO SOLVE POLLUTION PROBLEMS 
Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 26 Jul 80 p 1 


[Article by Xu Guoying [1776 0948 5391]: "Use of Economic Measures to Solve the 
Anarchic Situation in Getting Rid of Pollutants. Municipal Environmental Protec- 
tion Bureau Director, Jin Huagang [7246 2037 0474), Stresses Strict Enforcement of 
Environmental Protection Laws. Funds Collected in Fines May Be Used to Clean Up 
the "Three Wastes" | 


{Text} Control over the "three wastes," [waste gas, waste water, and industrial 
residue] and protection of the environment are large problems in the construction 
of modern cities nowadays. Municipal Environmental Protection Bureau Director Jin 
Huaigang feels that the urgent matter of the moment is strict enforcement of en- 
vironmental protection laws with the collection of fees and the levying of fines 
for the discharge of wastes as a means of solving the anarchic state of affairs 

in getting rid of wastes. In the short term, there should be reforms to trades and 
industries and the building of specialized processing centers so as to centralize 
the sources of pollution and to centralize treatment of it. 


Jin Huaigang said that everybody is aware of the importance of controlling the 
"three wastes," but the problem does not get the attention it deserves in actual 
practice. One prominent point revealed in a check of the various economic norms 

for industries and enterprises was that there is no norm for getting rid of the 
“three wastes." This is the major reason that numerous industrial plants do not 

act responsibly, but get rid of wastes as they please, to create an anarchical situ- 
ation in getting rid of wastes. He felt that collection of fees for the dumping 

of wastes is now urgently required and, in the case of those who cause serious pollu- 
tion, stiff fines should be instituted with those who exceed norms in getting rid 

of "the three wastes" being fined. How well the problem of the “three wastes" is 
handled should be closely linked with personal welfare so that everyone will give 
serious attention to work in controlling the “three wastes.” Such measures could, 
first of all, reduce the amount of pollution attributable to carelessness in opera- 
tions, and it could, at the same time, serve to make industrial plants take into 
consideration their handling of the “three wastes” at the same time as they are 
considering increased production. In this way the current state of anarchy in 
getting rid of wastes could be changed, and the money collected in fines and in 

the payment of fees could be used as well to clean up the “three wastes.” This 
would open a channel for funds to handle the “three wastes." Adoption of these 
Measures would require not 1 cent of capital investment by the state, yet they 
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could effectively curb the dumping of wastes. Great results have been seen in 
neighboring provinces and municipalities where fees have been inetituted for the 
elimination of wastes. Many plants that were once as unmovable as a “big elephant's 
backside” when it came to the “three wastes” have since begun to move, Shanghai 
ranks among the largest in quantity of wastes to be gotten rid of, and thus it, 

more than most, should adopt effective economic measures. 


Some people believe that adoption of this measure might impair public revenues. 

Jin Huaigang does not agree with thie viewpoint. He believes that such action 
would not only not reduce public revenues but would, on the contrary, increase public 
revenues. He says this because there are large amounts of “valuables” among the 
“chree wastes," which are thrown away as “wastes” and which, if recovered and used, 
would become “valuables.” In order to avoid fees and fines for the elimination of 
wastes, industrial plants and enterprises would use every manner of means to reduce 
their discharge of wastes, make overall use of them, etc. Additionally, losses of 
raw materiale resulting from carelessness in operations could also be avoided there- 
by, and this wouid amount to an increase in the public revenues. Furthermore, an 
overall reduction in the elimination of wastes would greatly improve Shanghai's 
environment and make it easier for production to be higher, of greater precision, 
and of better quality. This would also help increase industrial output value and 
the public revenues. Therefore, he emphasized repeatedly that no matter from what 
angle the problem is looked at, adoption of economic measures is badly needed at 

the present time in order to solve the anarchic situation in getting rid of wastes. 


The irrational layout of Shanghai's industry is a major reason for the great amount 
of pollution in Shanghai and for the difficulties in controlling it. Jin Huaigang 
feels that a great industrial transformation is necessary in the near future to 
achieve a centralization of the sources of pollution and a centralization of controls 
over it. Take the electroplating industry, for example. Currently, numerous in- 
dustries have their own electroplating plants or workshors, which increases the 

area over which electroplating liquide are spread, and which, because of various 
limitations, makes for difficulties in scattered controls. Consequently, he pro- 
poses 4 great transformation in industry carried out in conjunction with urban con- 
struction, with the building in the near future of special industries and processing 
centers in the suburbs for electroplating, paper puip, foods, leather, machinery, 
and heat processing in order to concentrate the piecemeal and scattered elimina- 
tion of wastes of these industries and handle them in a unified way. 

In order to effectively handle pollution from the “three wastes" in Shanghai, Jin 
Huaigang feels that establishment of monitoring organizations is necessary nov. 

Only through a scientific and complete understanding of pollution by the "three 
wastes” can the right medicine to treat the illness be prescribed. Otherwise, 
blind, unecientific handling of the problem will have less than ideal results. 


He said accomplishment of the above three points would markedly improve environ- 
mental pollution in Shanghai and give a new look to Shanghai's environment. It 
would aleo lay a foundation for the distant objective to thoroughly curing pollu- 
tion from the “three wastes” in Shanghai. 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


SECOND AERIAL OBSERVATION CONDUCTED IN TIANJIN 
Tianjin TIANJIN RIBAO in Chinese 13 Sep 80 p 4 


[Article by Zhou Jing [0719 7234]: “Second Observation Flight Carried Out Over 
Our City for Remote Sensing of Environment in Tianjin-Bohai Area. Key Elements of 
Environment Analyzed to Provide Scientific Data for Planning") 


[Text] The second experiment in remote environmental sensing in the Tianjin-Bohai 
area organized by the Tianjin Municipal Science Commission and the Municipal En- 
vironmental Protection Office began observation flights over Tianjin on 4 September, 
synchronizing marine and terrestrial observations. Almost 300 scientists and tech- 
nicians from about 40 unite, chiefly in research institutes of the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences, participated in the metering work. 


These experimental flights are a continuation into the second stage of remote sensor 
observation flights conducted over the Ti anjin-Bohai area in May of this year. 
Experiments this time have been increased to include the taking of samples of the 
atmosphere at different altitudes for verticle and horizontal atmospheric profiles. 
They also conducted synchronous observations using the No 1 Electric Power Plant 

as the principal source of pollution. 


Over the sea they increased experiments on the spread of oil pollution, and used 
miscellaneous lustrous materials to study the laws governing the dilution and 
spread of pollutants. In addition to further analysis of the key elements in en- 
vironmental pollution, they also provided scientific data to our city for city 
planning purposes. These experimental flights covered six areas for a total of 
about 4000 square kilometers in flights totaling about 60 hours at a maximum alti- 
tude of 3000 meters and a minimum altitude of 200 meters. 


At the start of the experiments, leadership comrades concermmed from the Municipal 
Science Commission and the Municipal Environmental Protection Office went to the 
experiment base to inspect the preparatory work, to hear a technical planning re- 
port from the Marine Operations Unit, and to inquire into safety problems related 
to operations. Right now the overflight metering work is still being carried out 
at a high pitch, and it is anticipated that work plans will be completed by the 20th. 
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Caption on photograph taken by Yu Jiazhen [0060 0857 4394): "The Remote Sensing 
Applications Institute of the Chinese Academy of Sciences is conducting remote 

sensing observations of industrial wastes in the water and atmosphere of Tianjin. 
Shown here are technicians at work in the cabin of a helicopter." 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


SERIOUS POLLUTION PROBLEMS REPORTED 
In Nei Monggol 


SK091439 Hohhot Nei Monggol Regional Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 8 Nov 80 


[Text}) According to our reporter (Wu Xinmin) and NEI MONGGOL RIBAO reporter (Shi Yuxiang), 
pollution in urban areas of our region has become increasingly worse and the people 

are facing a serious threat to their health. Our region discharges 560 million tons 

of industrial waste water, 92.3 billion cubic meters of waste gas and 6.02 million tons 

of waste residue annually, according to the departments concerned. Most of this -aste 
water, gae and residue is released directly into the air and rivers or seeps into the 
ground. This had deteriorated our environment. 


Take Baotou Municipality, for instance. Pollution caused by waste water, gas and residue 
in thie municipality ranks second in the nation and pollution by radioactive materials 
ranks first. About 4,000 tons of fluorine are discharged into the air annually, with 

the polluted areas totaling 12,000 square kilometers. Air pollution in Hohhot is also 
very conspicuous. Calculated monthly, the amount of dust in an area of 1 square kilometer 
is 36.99 tons. The sulphur dioxide content in 1 cubic meter of air is 56 ~ percent 

higher than the standard set by the state. Underground water in urban areas of Baotou 
Municipality is polluted by fluorine, hexachromium [liu jia ge], acid and arsenic in 
varying degrees to as high as 390 times greater than the standard set by the state. 
Underground water in Hohhot polluted by nitrogen covers 60 square kilometers. 


The state environmental protection law stipulates that pollution prevention equipment for 
any new, reconstructed or expanded project should be designed, built and checked on 
completion on the same schedule as the design, construction and inspection of the project 
itself. However, 9 of 12 individual projects begun in 1979 were built without pollution 
prevention equipment. Every winter in Hohhot smog and harmful materials in the air cause 
breathing difficulties. According to QINGCHENG WEISHENG ZAZHI [OINGCHENG PUBLIC HEALTH 
JOURNAL), of those who died due to illness in the three districts in the urban areas of 
Hohhot, 5° percent diedof diseases of the respiratory or digestive systems, cardiovascular 
disease and various kinds of cancer. 


At the recent sixth Standing Committee meeting of the fifth regional People's Congress, 
(A-mu-gu-lang), deputy director of the regional construction committee and responsible 
person in charge of environmental protection work, delivered a report on this work. He 
mentioned the Hohhot coking plant, saying that each vear this plant draws up plans for 
investing in pollution treatment projects and each year it fails to fulfill the plans. A 
member attending the meeting asked this responsible comrade what the reason was for this. 
His anewer was: "1 do not know. 

















Noise, Industrial Pollutants in Beijing 


OW110836 Beijing XINHUA in English 0820 GMT 11 Nov 80 


{Text} Betjing, 11 Nov (XINHUA)--Air, water and noise pollution are serious in Beijing, 
warne the twice-weekly JIAN KANG BAO (HEALTH) in its Nov 9 tesue. In a frontpage story, 
the paper says that industrial pollutants such as sulphur dioxide, carbon monoxide and 
nitrogen oxide have increased year after year since 1976. 


Last year sulphur dioxide levels reached 0.23 milligrams per cubic meter, surpassing 
government standards for maximum permissible levels. Last winter, when dust from heating 
fires was at ite peak, the dust precipitates per square kilometer amounted to some 39 
tons per month. Each day the city discharges 1.8 million tone of waste water, and this 
introduces pollution into the city's underground water resources. The hardness of the 
water supplied to the city's inhabitants has increased and the content of such harmful 
chemicals as nitrate, mercury, benzene, phenol, chromium, cobalt and cyanide has risen 
continuously. The average nitrate content as measured by one water supply works has 
exceeded the standard set by the government by 7.6 milligrams, the mercury content of 
vegetables and fish in some areas has surpassed government-set maximums by 40 percent. 


Noise pollution is also alarming, the paper said. In some areas, the number of plants 
with noise levels surpassing 85 decibels add up to more than 53 percent of the total. 
67.4 percent of Beijing suffers from traffic noise levels of more than 70 decibels. 


The paper calls for stronger measures by the State Council and the municipality to con- 
trol industrial pollutant discharge and noise. All plants should be made to install 
facilities within a set time to check their waste emissions, the paper says. 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


CARTOON POINTS UP BUNGLING IN POLLUTION CONTROL EFFORTS 
Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 4 Nov 80 p 2 


[Cartoon and caption] 
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|Captior Ingenious handling of pollution. 











PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 


BRIEFS 


GANSU WASTE WATER--Baiyin Nonferrous Metal Comapny, Gansu Province, has worked 
diligently to treat waste water. Daily volume of waste water has been 

reduced from 50,000 tons to 25,000 tons. [Lanzhou Gansu Provincial Service 

in Mandarin 1125 GMT ¥ Nov 80 SK] 


SHANGHAI WATER POLLUTION--In a briefing, (Chen Jiangtao, deputy director 

of the Shanghai Municipal Bureau of Environmental Protection recently told 
members of the municipal CPPCC committee that the amount of mercury and 
chromium flowing into Shanghai's Huangpu River has been basically controlled. 
Further attention will be given to water pollution, he added. [Shanghai City 
Service in Mandarin 1130 GMT 10 Nov 80 OW} 


SHANGHAI INDUSTRIAL WASTE--Shanghai, 3 Nov (XINHUA)--After 2 years of work, 

the Mayibang area, the area most seriously polluted by waste fluid containing 
cadmium from electroplating plants in Shanghai, has basically eliminated 

this public hazard. A plant has been completed here to make plastics produc- 
tion tools with mud containing cadmium. The plant can treat 150 tons of such 
mud per month. [Beijing XINH A Domestic Service in Chinese 0154 GMT 3 Nov 80 OW) 


SHANGHAI ACID RAIN--Reccently the Shanghai Environmental Protection Science 
Research Institute discovered acid rain for the first time in the municipality, 
a phenomenon caused mainly by acidic industrial gas effluents. The institute 
hegan monitoring acid rain last March. Between 19 and 21 September, acid 

rain was discovered in Shanghai and Songjiang counties, but no appreciable 
effect on the environment was detected. [Shanghai City Service in Mandarin 
2300 GMT 13 Oct 80 OW] 


POLLUTION SEMINAR--Representatives from Guangzhou, Guilin, Changsha, Wuhan 
and Zhengzhou municipalities held a seminar from 27 to 29 September in Wuhan 
on the effects of environmental pollution. The seminar pointed out that 
environmental pollution has caused the death of more people in densely 
populated cities and threatened people's health. Leaders at all levels must 
attach importance to controlling environmental pollution. [HK161337 Wunan 
Hubei Provincial Service in Mandarin 1100 GMT 6 Oct 80 HK] 
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the a. # ernment for ausing serious pollution of the 
4 water evetem in northeaet China The poilution, which 
brought mp baint from iocal people about health problemas 
image The four factorles were named aa the Harbin No 2 
r ine actor piant, Marbin raliway car plant and Hongwel 
‘ ie ficia at the four factories are reported to have 
i¢ : ‘ 1. government that they will shortly take mea 
' he hinese Government haa called for nationwide 
a sar, Che atate enacted an environmental protection 
. 4, enterorisesa t take atringent measures to eliminate 
he@liiing XINHUA in Pne@iiah O7 1° Mm 6146©~«6UNOV BQ | 








IN SPTTE of bitter quar 
rele (hel mar the Asian 
political soene « number 
of countries in (he region 
are clomer logeth 
or to ache commen en 
vironmentea! probleme 
be five members of (he 

itheally powerful Ase 
an have launched « joint 
eoviroamenial pro 
framme 

Aas the Asean region is 
one of the fastest grow 
ing ecomomic areas of (he 
world. the countries are 
been to enmure thal in 
dustrial development 
and economic | oy toe 
ake place With the least 
adverse effects on Une en 
vironment The member 
states are Indonesia 
Malaysia. the Philip 


— Singapore and 
land 


Be far aii Asean coun 
tries have estabdiiahed 
geevrveroameat 
mechanisme to coord! 
nale and supervise on 
viroomental activities 
a under the um 
brelia of (he Asean mem 
ber countries fee (hal 
there are common en 
viroementa!l iseues 
which warrant technica! 

ation doing away 
with duplication of ef 
forte 


The move to set up « 
common programme 
Marted io 18T when the 
United Nevions Environ 
meol Pregramme 
UNEP) commissioned 
ite regione: advisory 
am to wiell (he Asean 
Halions After severe’ 
Gelicate aad leagthy 
mee'ings end dis 


7 
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ENV LRONMENTAL PROGR 
Engiisah 6 rt al 
ban geor 
cuamona ihe Apean en 
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Asian seas 
ie to formulate 
mplement « com 
fae oe 

ws Gow ip the 
st of preparing « 
Graf pian. which wil) be 


eB 


img would be convened to 
fimaliee and formally 


mw ty the tradi 


Vena) belief (hal environ 


mental and development 
concerns are incom 


vila! part of economic de 
velopment and 
evaluation of orojects 


; 
s. 


Por imetance. the 
rapidly diminiehing ne! 
ural resources Like min 
eraie should be used 
without weet them 
Thie could te by 
adopting current man 
agement concepte and 


A worktahop aitende 
by decision makers 
aimed «' home 
the benefits comaider 
iag@ enviroamenta! 
aspects before major 
projects are carried out 
was held in . Phu 
ippines recentiy The: 
land hes to host 
another on we 
ter resources develop 
ment projects early her 
year 

le seturel conserve 
Vom, Asean fallon® oF 
@itute one of the worlds 
richest areas conlanng 
many varieties of fauns 
and fiore The region 
possesses © per cen! 
the world’s tropica! ran 
fereste which contain 
\ ant genetic maic 

Some of the wetice' 
and moet valuable of 
Agia @ foresta are jccated 
in ledemesia Melareia 
and the Philippines 
Unree cowmiriee cover 15 
milliioe seeuere Eile 
metres of © mh La7 mi 


Extensive ae South 
Rast Asia s forests are 
Ubey amount to eas (han 
one third Ue sine of We 
Amason. Tet in terme of 
abundance and diversi!) 
of species. South Feet 


Agia @ af Wael ball a 
rch as Ube Armason and | 


iHAL LAN 








ereetiy turpereee any 
iher eimilear eited re 
Glen on earth rhe 
argeiy Que two the fact 
hal ile fain foreetle have 
teen abie io ewolwe Com 
\lowoualy ower Mmililone of 
years 
From an fvroene Mir 
Handpoint the moet im 
perianit ireee of ihe re 
ton and indeed of the 
oan 6 whele are 
the dipterooarp family of 
rere, Wh over SO ape 
uppiying wery high 
Quality timher that bk 
teeth Cec eptionelly strong 
ami decorative (heee for 
eomte have been widely e« 
plotted since the last & 
yeare 
The treed fee been 
jue Mainly to 4 growing 
mduatralioe’! world de 
mand for ifopic@ ard 
words sow earning | S82 
Million @ year for South 
Rami Asia By the early 
197Ga, the felon wae a 
wunting for "O per cent of 
a) 6 enperte f tropical 
ardwowds and in iets 
heouth Basi Asia caporied 
22 Million equare metres 
" \o@®,. Mostiy to Japan 
Environmentaliate 
fear thal Wf the present 
eapiottation trend per 
siete. practically al) of 
the low land foreate of Pe 
nineviar Malayveia and 
ihe PRilippines wil) te 
ogged within another ic 
years The same #1)| app 
y to the lowland ‘forests 
\hroughow! ihe region by 
the end of ihe conturs 


Many tracts of logged 
for@ete are aiso being 
Headily converted \o a€ 
fevlture eth iUrough 
ehifling ecvllivetion and 
of Eeniond seiliement in 
donesia i# converting 
100.000 equare Rilomelres 
of forest to permanent 
agriculture during ithe 
period 1076-85. Penin 
lar Malayeie plane to 
convert 20,000 equare bi) 
ometres over ihe feat 2 
years, and the Philip 

\aeee 10 equare 
lometree to a combine 
tien of organised agricw! 
ture and shifting evi 
tivation each year 


Furthermore, many of 
ihe epectes of fauna and 
fiere in Une huauriant for 
omle are (threatened with 
eatinetian through 
poaching (llega: (rade 
and, most serious of ail 
habitat destruction 


Asean icaderse tnow 
these probsieme 
Malaysian Deputy Prime 
Minister Datus bert Dr 
Mahathir Mohamad had 
acknowledged that by 
about 199 ‘he country 
may Have to import 
hardwood timber in the 
Philippines. President 
Marcos has restricted 
the export of unprocessed 
jog? and eeeke 'o impoee 
a complete ban af goon as 
poasibie Throwgh « re 
cont decree he requires 
every male over 1° years 
of age t© plant ome tree 
each month for the sexi 
five vears 


The lndemesian gov 
eramen| hae laben some 
mising initiatives It 
ae beefed up ita widiife 
and parte budge te 
USSR4 million & year it 
hae cancelled one timber 
veneession of 10,000 
equare Kilometres and 
reduced another from 
30.000 to 10.000 aquare &)) 
ometres in order to pro 
lect water sheds to 
safeguard ovulstanding 


To develop nature con 
servation further and 
efforia Asean 

held «4 workehop on the 
topic in Denpasar Pal) 
from bw wa 
part of ite environment 

me 


he deterioratiaog 
quality of life in the ur 
ban areas Gue to air and 
water pollution \# anoth 
ef major problem oon 
fronting Asean countries 
Emissions from care and 
industry in the urban 
areas release (onic gaaee 
into Une almoephere that 
pome threats to hurpan 
well being Depthoews 
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BANGKOM 


RANG..OK ri A 
thimmerug eaheet af) tive 
green Oa) 6te lO COPD 
toward Bangkok. threatening 
to turn the former “Veniwe of 
Ue Fast wte 4 meartern da) 
Atiatus 

With t: Ghee extensive of 
wort af paim-shade!d canals 
how iarge.y pave’ ower the 
cy ls rushing to wind up 4 
compiex system af dykes 
jocks and dams to hold back 
the runoff @ storme. ter from 
the north 

But up to 7 percent of a 
key “Wnper profectian sone 
meyv te submerged for an ut 
known time by Ue Coming 


wrech hes already in 
ow-dyine areas and | pre 
bably worsen thr Oet 
ober, Uw weather mment 
save 

The danger, the worst wm 


years, also comes from rising 
udes heavy downpours and 
the fact that Gee city, which 
vet teas (Dan two Meters above 
“es 6eve..d 6 C6UMOwlyY 6Sinking 
wilo the a 


Paperts says » u 
arge vy ‘he result avwae 
busll indiecriminately ower the 
cana of t epg. wtuch ongin 
aly served as Craimage pits as 
we as Siow-flowing water 
weys, the hud of Thai culture 

in their absence. the Bang 
k« Meltrapelitan edmanistre 
van BMA) has ‘aunched « 
technoiaty Mtensive foc) pre 
yvenlLoe program to wal bece 
ihe Chao Phys River, which 
beers Uw cRY en rate Ww 
the Gull @ Thailand 

The plan, a temporary x 
pending 4 puesibe Much more 


RAT NAG! } L Al j we 

* | , - ; 4 

coves Warld Bank aided 
oject, calle for more that 


flowigates and back up 

pumps to empty any overtias 

The BMA is also marshaling 
sandbags. clearing dram pipes 
and dredgity remaining canais 
as part af the 100 million-bahi 
3 millian) olan, its biggest 
ever 

But officials agree Uhel an) 
heavy downpourt thie month 
wud tngger & worse dousing 
than in 1978 when many areas 
were submerged for more than 
& month 

Such Oooding, part a@ wha! 
mekes Bangkok a showcase 
o# urdan Uis, cost ap estima 
ec 125 millian baht (2 mi 
ban) Gat year sione w pro 


perty ~~» - last busines: 
and wasted fue! eccordine to 


the NaUianal Exonomic an 
Seciai Development Board 
(NESDB 


Smack at the mouth of the 
drain path for Thailand's great 
northern ‘bulge, Bangkok wu! 
bear the brunt of the flow on 
Ww ahewt Oct 2 when Ue 
heaviest ansean runoff con 
verges with the niver’s high 
est de 

The wpour from upstream 
fed by the rivers Ping, Wang 
Yom anc Nan — is particulariy 
weavy Gis vear because of a 
seres of tropical depressions 
that heve inundated 27 pro 
vinces. the iwtenor ministry 


—— 
he faval hydrographic de 


partment says ata 10 Millon 
cutec Meters are pouring inte 
the Chao Phyvae each day. uw 
hing it towerd the fashflen 
eve. @ |. & meters. On T wer 


cay wt wow at 1 Meters 
above sea level — 10 cent 
metert above pormal for Ue 
date 

Bracing for the worst. the 
kiong-poor Bangkok of ‘oda, 
“8 Merror image @ its for 
ter self, which ance weilcorr 
ed the figods with water fest: 
vais afd rejoicing according 
to Sumet Jumsai, an architec 


and advocate of “culturaliy 
sppropriate ‘technology 
Sumet. designer af Bang 


kok's GDly satellite town, hotes 
that land-based deveiapmen' 
approaches, an import from 
the West, redicaliy aitered the 
nature of Bangkok. 4 purely 
aquatic city, when founded in 
i7f2 after Burmese mvaderm 
captured Ayuthaya Ue capits 
ior the previous © veare 
Until the first road was c 

mn 1 at We urging of 

Furopean Community, Han; 
kok remained ah wmiricate 
hoheycomb with few footpath» 


and & vast Matority of resx 
enw uving either wm su.ted 
quses of afioa' 

“Both treditiona pian 
hing and architecture wer 
enure.y mw Sarmony with 
rm ar to use the modtern 
term, appropriate he sac 


ih an wtlerview “Nat only dd 
floading ieave the city unscath 
od, Mt it Was seen a5 & Dice 
ae 

Today the city of Gve million 
has pot only shifte! to the 
wn’. but has Secome texthboous 
ase «of pollution. trafic ) 
gesian and waste disposa 
protiems 

iranical ope af it mort 
oreasing , 
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Lie ape ryprhal tery thief 
tlw i realicament om «(the 
l aal Wiawis inevilabiy 
mith ie | itys many 
asse@ee per.iors a freier 
ence » the ywecantraied ef 
j ; ; of see ra main 
we 
race ¢ wu pair 
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ine prepared nal woud 
arge one Dan per cubic met 
° r a“esian well water wi 
Nangkok and five oe ighborwe 
} vine 
ite mceces it 6 too lale 
> gO Hack ‘oO water Das’ 
fe. but says unrestricted use 
ve itt echnoiogs here 
; w afnewer either He 
avo NPrOovineg existing ca 
ivf 7 new per’ 
vee irainage lucts ke 
‘ Ngeapore and Kuala 
* pove en meanwiyie 
P| a priorities na 
n ” ‘eration of a 
re wW 1 Bank piar 
matrucuon a 
jin ‘ in cer yar 
aeore'a » wa arom ‘he 
’ : ning io 
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~~ because W@ BDangkok be 
at eis | Wen Mere 
? eral em mM 
Z . va At 
erg . y ‘ 
’ ¥eorn r m2 
iM r ‘ mil y is Made 
< gh x? yees ace 
he , 
a 
° a 
a " . ‘ ; 
g dow ° ae “a 
; ‘ : “vA 
: ve 
‘ ‘ ‘ 














THAILAND 


rVAe Ls JE 7 R¢ Yau f- OR FARMLAND IN NOR! h! Py NORTHBAS1 


nakor ‘XN MUANC in Thai 16 Sep 80 p 6 
Article: "“rFarmiana Throughout the Country Is in Great Tlrouble. 
Chin ust Be nproved Quickly” 

,e@xt tr Har et Fnianakun, tne ijirector-ceneral of the vepartment 
Land vevelopment, has revealed the results of the department's 
onductit 1 survey and making a map of the entire country? He 


tated that the soil in the northeast is of poorer quality than the 
3011 in other reqions because it 18 mostly Sandy soil that can hold 
little water andit cannot be fully cultivated. Also, there are no 
new lands that can be opened up because very little forest area is 
left. in some provinces such aS Roi ét and Mahasarakham only 20 
percent of ne ar@a 1S 'orest area. ome provinces nave _more | 
forests but the fertility of the soil in the forests 18S very low. 
Most f the existing land must be improved or it must be improved 
for raising Livestock. When the Kularonqhai field project, or the 
ekong River basin project, 18 completed, tha will oreatiy helt 
dive the land problems of this reaion. 


the north, the soil used for agricuiture is moderateiy fertile Dut 


the fores are beinoe improperly destroyed to obtain farmlanc. Areas 
ire bein ‘leared in order to develop various aspects and this 
using the forest areas to decrease quickly. event’ percent o ne 
total land area used to be forest but now only 25 percent 18S forest, 
we forests must be protected for the river headwaters and lanc and 
wate! onservation measures must be implemented. 


the Central Region, the quality of the land has declined and the 
ind has not been taken care of. in some places the soil 1S acid and 
ere have been acid reactions that must be qucikly handled ster 
ep alono with increaSinc the amount of materials in various 
rmsS. in tne south, the land is formed of 


111s and plains. In some 
places there are foothill plains. There is iittle lana that can be 
ed for! riculture. in some areas, the land has been mined, the 
Oil ks indy and tnere are no plant nutrients. in some places 
pi) friable and little can be cultivated. The land must 
np! ed before tarming will achieve aqood result: 








THALLAND 


MMLETING CULTIVATION BLAMED FOR DESTRUCTION OF FORESTS 
Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 2 Oct 80 p 7 
LArticle by Charat Phuachais “forests and Forest Destruction" | 


_Text | In the newspapers, there are articles almost every day about 
the secret felling of trees and the destruction of the forests. But 
of all the secret felling of trees that has taken place, the most 
striking news during the past year has been the secret felling of 
trees in Chaiyaphum Province. 


‘he people behind this are people with national influence. In the 
end, the matter was hushed up completely and it was not possible to 
arrest and punish those who ordered the destruction of the forests, 
Later, one newspaper sent a reporter to take pictures of the forest 
destruction in one northern province. He was shot at by the people 
who were secretely felling trees and he barely escaped alive. Most 
recently, investors have helped people go in and cut down small 
trees for firewood in the Saraburi area and some investors have 
been arrested and justly punished. Both the government and private 
sectors are making a great effort to find ways to protect | the 
forests) and stop the secret destruction of the forests. Each 
overnment that has come to power and taken responsibility for this 
has certainly intended to solve this problem. The Minister of 
acriculure and cooperatives has established special action centers 


in order to put a stop to the secret felling of trees throughout 
the country. 


lt is well Known what will happen to our country if the forests are 
‘ompletely destroyed. We know that, in the present situation, if 
there are heavy rains, there is immediately floodinc, recardless of 
whether it is in the northeast, the north or another reaion. As for 
the dry season, there is no water for use or consumption, either for 
humans or animals. This is a general prc -nat is fittingly 
oressed in the following saying: “In tne dry season, the water 
\iSappears and when it rains there is flooding and death.” We cannot 
my the truth of this saying. From the countrywide satellite 


irveys made by the Army Survey Department between 1973 and 1977, 
jetailed data were collected concerning this secret destruction of 
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Thailand hae an area Of approximate) 13,1125,0: 
| corres ere, oT approrvamat ely 20,696,585" . > rai, Or ernin 
* areas destroyed during t his period, the destruction in 


recions i8 a8 follows: in the north, approximately 
ent hae been destroyed; in the nort heast, approximately 
cent as been destroyed; and in the south, approximately 


ent has been destroyed. The forest areas that remain i 

mn are as follows: In the north, approximately J%9.% 
© tne forest remainj in the east, approximately //.9 
Mains and comparable Ar@Qa' rema it in thw othner recions., 
1 Area: ©15,V000 Square Kilometers (520 miliion fai) 


Orest Area vestroyec pores! Ar@a Pegqiona) Rank for 
ewiniana Forest Ay Oa eet roved 
L] 9.9 4 
LU. 51 15.80" ; 
14.1 17.93 | 
10,0 18.4 . 
, 73.80 
urvey that wa conducted over only a ear period, ; it 
eG tnat tne rate oft ores\ we@Structior ia increase a it 
ite if sucn secret cestruction of the rests 18 ailow 
@, it iS certain that within the next | years, there will 
‘ ure t if} rnailand, ine we ‘7 af Wiha 2’ GQenucgead ana 
fill the end resembie a desert ne data Staine ‘ror 
ey is now 5 years Old and, at present, probabiy it than 
t tne country 158 forest. AS r tnais art i@, i Ww ot 
ne variou ficures Dut in the future ia will naiyze 
il the entities of the very influential people \w ire 
orest gest ruction. will Gdascuss whv the rate es* 
reatest in the Central Reaion na wny At is iOwe 
th. But 1] will discuss the probiem of forest Gcestruct: 
ana will not qcet at the real root | tne robust ; 
at s(t i based on the analysi /orest es' tnat 
. Oidal il most u( l mort ac0O 6anaG (Ct ; aa ; £25026 
wSpaper, tnir im be mmarizea by say: at tne peapie 
iestrove 1 e most ores? irea ire <r peopat ‘ ced ji 
iLtivatior he next laracest aqroup i roup that el] 
rete Next ire tne pital t wrx é cr a 
eSSi0! , as private omy i@s, pro ad moe 
> awmisiS, tne i i L YwWOOO mpan \ j ie. re 
: ZaLT ion, whici i tate enterpr:r t if t . 
on at ecretel \ ‘ a o ‘or CwOor err 
iy nent ione 1DoO . ¥ i 1 I at ' Dut 
ate tna me part are col ' ire wrona. anat 








want to do is discuss the tools, uch a8 state officials, tne 
Poreat Act of 194], the National Forest Reserve Act of 1964, the 
ational Parks act of 1961 and so on, used by the state to control 
the secret destruction of the forests and see how they have opened 
Loopnole: for the state officials and others who want to destroy 
the forests, For example, in parenthesis 11 of the Forest Act of 
L941, "size limitations" are stipulated, This refers to the size of 
the trees stipulated by the minister. Such stipulations as this give 
power to the minister of acriculture and cooperatives in 

lecidal at ize trees will be allowed to be felled. Normally, 

Ol ¥ types of trees as “daena” trees and Ormosia, the 
ircumference of the trunk must exceed 150 and 200 centimeters 
respectively. if the minister does not base , his decisions) on what 
is proper and just, the intentions of these measures may be 
listorted, even thouch thinas nave been corrected with the addition 


of Article 13, Article 13 states that "it is forbidden for people 
Lo fell trees whose size is below the stipulated limit. But if there 
1 public disaster or if there is some special situation in which 


8 \t necessary to help the people, the minister is enpowered 
(Oo cive people special permission to fell trees whose size 1s below 
the stipulated Limit." But this article cannotquard against or 
ontrol the problem mentioned above if the minister is not honest 
in makis jecisions and isSuing orders about this problem. Article 4, 
parenthesis l2, sets "phak luanc fees," which refers to the fees that 
1@ people who fell trees or gather forest products must pay as set 
forth in this act. For example, for a license to fell trees for 
trade, the fee is 20 baht per copy. This is out of date andnot in 
accord with the cost of living index, the cost of goods and 
ation. Thus, the fee should be 50 baht per copy. Or, fora 
License to establish a sawmill that uses machines, the fee is 
omputed on the basis of horsepower, with the rate being 50 baht 
per horsepower. This should be increased to 150 baht. Concerning 
this, the cabinet resolution, which was promulgated during the time 
the Friangsak covernment, reduced tree felling operations by half 
erohibited the export of lumber. This was a qood measure. At 
esent, in carrying out things, the officials responsible do not 


pe rmissior to export iwmnbper . ut tnis resolution can be 
al <i and, therefore, tne proper thing to Go is to turn it into 
: ,4w 
4 rticle 1/7, this part of the act prohibits the use of the 
@cul at ior mn the followinc cases: “people | May, aather waste 


imber and dead wood that has fallen in the forests and that is in 
t . wood, excluding teakwood or 8 types of prohibited 


. : ple in go and acatner wood for use in their nomes or for 
" tipulations provide loopnoles for those 
eople w intend to destroy the forests.They can fell trees so the 
ere tney in maKkecut!s around th trunks so the trees die or 
ey ca rill Oles in the trees and put saltpeter in the holes to 


“e.. They can use the loopholes in this law to cut the 











timber and take it and use it in their homes. Some people quickly 
cut up the timber and then use it to make temporary repairs on 
their homes. After this lumber that has been used to make 
Lemporary repairs, is 2 to 3 years old, they make use of the loophole 
Article 39, the contents of which can be summarized a5 follows: 
reop.e who nave teakwood which has been used for more than 5 years 
in send it out of the province. They must request permission fron 
ne officials but they do not have to pay a fee. If this wood is 
net 5 years Old, they can bribe the officials responsible for makino 
the decisions. Such methods of making a living can be seen in almost 
every province in the country that has villages which are located in 
the foothills. for example, this occurs in Chiang Mai, Mae Hong Son, 
ik, Lambang and other provinces that crow much teakwood. 


As for the stipulated punishments, in Articie 69, it is stipulated 
that “any persor who is in possession of prohibited uncut timber and 
who does not have a fee stamp or a coverrnment sale's stamp is, 
unless he can prove that he obtained the timber leqally, subject to 
1 ventence of up to 1 year in prison and/or a fine of up to 4,000 
paht."” Such punishments are out of date and they are too lenient for 
people who secretely fell trees and destroy the forests. [he 
penalities should be increased and such people should be subject 


te Aa pi ison sentence of uP to years and/or a fine Oo; ip to 20,000 
Haht 

ii the things i have discussed concern covernmental means of 

Olvit the problems and controllinc forest destruction, means that 
the Forestry Vepartment is thinking about in order to solve the 


problems. But I have not yet discussed how to solve theproblems that 
ire at the real center of forest destruction. These are only some 

fF tne loopholes that exist in the Forest Act of 1941. All three 

Act and the stipulations for concessions must be complete), 

revised so they are up to date and in accord with the present 
litical, economic and sociai situation. This must be done ir ler 

to preserve our forest resources so that future cenerations wil 
orest and will not face only deserts and denuded mountains, } 


will these future cenerations curse their forefathers? 











CHILE 


EFFORTS TO CLEAN UP COASTAL AREAS DISCUSSED 
Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 27 Oct 80 p A-=3 


Text) A tew days ago, we reported the alarm existing at Valparaiso and Vina del 
Mar resorte because of the pollution of beaches and the coastline. 


This week, the Mayor's Office of Vina del Mar, working with health departments 
through the enterprise in the sector, ESVAL [expansion unknown], and together with 
SERPLAC [expansion unknown], has just announced the projects being undertaken in 
order to clean up the coastal areas and surrounding cities. 


in Valparaiso, work has begun on a 30-block-long tunnel linking Cerro Arrayan and 
the port. Its purpose is to divert residual or polluted water so that instead of 
being emptied onto beaches in the area, it will be dumped further out to sea in 

the Laguna Verde sector. This eliminates the threat to our major port, inasmuch as 
an enormous plant will pump polluted elements out to sea at a distance making it 
impossible for them to accumulate near the beaches, either because of ocean currents 
or other factors. The tunnel, which is 2,712 meters long and 2.20 meters in dia- 
meter, represents an investment of approximately $1 million. 


A similar project is underway in the Renaca area by means of another sewer that 
will perform the same task between that resort zone and Valparaiso, following the 
coastiine, which is already connected to Vina del Mar, from which it will continue 
until it reaches the port. 


It should be noted that there are plans for setting up an extremely modern plant in 
Lagune Verde to process gray waters and turning them into an element that can be 
used for other purposes. 


These are not the only efforts being made. At the same time, the Vina del Mar 
estuary, which runs from El Salto, an industrial center, to the beach next to the 
Casino, has been cleaned up. Thanks to this sewer, the estuary no longer gives 
‘f bad odors and the water is cleaner. Many crews are now at work on the task, 
installing 800 meters of pipes 700 millimeters in diameter for the sewer and another 
,000 meters of 250-millimeter pipe to be used for the main sewer system. 


the meantime, red signs have been put up all along beaches in the area pointing 
ut the danger of swimming in polluted waters as well as the lack of safety along 


the coastline, where bathers lose their lives every year. 
e municipality has also made an agreement with the Concon Oil Refinery for the 
sstallation by the refinery of a purifying plant costing $3 million to clean up 

t mout! the Aconcagua River. 

In short, measures ace being taken to clean up the beaches and offer healthy, safe 
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CHILE 


INDUSTAKIES EMITTING AIR POLLUTANTS TO BE TAXED 
Santiago ERCILLA in Spanish 22 Oct 80 p 23 


(Text) A progressive tax that will be levied starting next year on industries that 
pollute is now being drafted but is still far from complete. 


Ricardo Katz, head of the Metropolitan Environmental Pollution Commission, maintains 
that a country such as ours, in a period of full growth and development but with 
extreme poverty and unemployment, cannot afford the luxury of closing all the indus- 
tries which, in varying degrees, pollute. 


“The solution,” he says, "is to encourage them to move to a geographic area where 
the damage will be minor or to install the necessary equipment to mitigate atmos- 
pheric pollution.” 


How is this to be done? In the final analysis, poisoning the air will no longer be 
free! 


Nothing is vet known about the amount of the tax. Nor are there details on the way 
in which it will be applied. As in the payment of any other tax, good faith will 
pe the tax collector par excellence. 


"It is not a matter of having the industries pay to pollute," states Marceio As- 
toreca, director of the Metropolitan Planning Department, who cooperates closel, 

a the work of the commission. “Rather, the idea is that manufacturers must become 
ware of the harm they are doing and incorporate it into their costs. in this way, 
the tax will start from a low level and will gradually increase untii it reaches 
the desired balance.” 


Studies for the tax consider two key factors: the geographic location of industry 
and the level of damage done. 


The first point has to do with a system of incentives resulting in the movement -- 
ind creation -- of industries to sectors of Greater Santiago, where winds carry 
toxic materials away. Control of the level of environmental damage will continue to 
be the task of the Ministry of Health, but in the determination of the tax, the 
study underway will consider five main pollutants: dust, nitrogen oxide, sulfur 
lioxide, carbon monoxide and hydrocarbons. 
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In the long run, the goal is to make sustained cevelopment of industrial activity 
compatible with the preservation of maximum environmentai quality. 

As Julto Dittborn, deputy director of ODEPLAN [National Planning Office] has ob- 
werved: ‘We do not want Chile to be a poor country with e. tremely clean air or a 
rich country in which we have to take off our gas masks before sitting down to eat!” 
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DOMINICAN REPUBL I! 


BRIEFS 


WLRONMENTAL POLLUTION COMMLSSLON REORGANIZATLON--President Antonio Guzman has 
wd a decree to restructure the commission in charge of studying environmental 
Llution problems. The commission was created by Decree No 2596, dated 4 September 
Lv/2. From now on the commission is to be formed by: The executive director ol 
ivil Defense, who will preside over it; the state secretary of commerce and indus- 
try; the state secretary of public health and social welfare; the state secretary 
| labor; the state secretary of public works and communications; the state secre- 
tary of agriculture; the executive director of the National Institute for Water 
sources; the executive director of the National Institute for Drinking Water and 
cwers; the trustee of the National District; the director of the State Secretariat 
Agriculture's Department of Bioaquatic Resources; the national director of parks; 
the general manager of the national property; attorney Ambrosio Alvarez Aybar; 
ir Ratael Gonzalez Massenet; engineer Federico Infante; engineer Hugo Rivera; en- 
wineer Juan ULises Garcia Bonnelly; architect Gretel Castellanos de Selig; protes- 
sor and orchidologist Donald Dugan Dob; Dr Frank Marino Hernandez; Dr Miguel Ange! 
ijara Persia; engineer Heriberto de Castro; architect Benjamin Paiewonsky; and 
rotessor Miguel Anglada. The decree, numbered 1985, modifies as needed Decree 


et = . 
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No 2596 of 4 September 1972. [Text] [Santo Domingo EL CARIBE in Spanish 25 
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BOTSWANA 


BRIEFS 


rRANCLSTOWN WATER RATIONED=<-The Water Utilities Corporation (WUC) had decided to ra- 
tion ite water eupply for Franciatown due to an acute shortage. People in the 
‘own have been asked to use as little as possible water, in particular cut down on 
garden watering and car wash. According to the Divisional Engineer, Mr J. R. 
Boyle, for the next few days the supply to water will be rationed as follows: 
from 6.30 a. m. to 8.00 a. m. Next from 11.30 a, m. to l p. m. and the last round 
will be from 46.30 p. m. to 6 p. m. The inconventence to consumers is regretted, 
he said. Mr Boyle, however, said normal supply will be restored as soon as the 
ew borehole echeme is completed. The scheme which is design to augment the pres- 
ent scheme is expected to be in operation within a few weeks. He said the Corpora- 
tion etaff in the meantime would do everything possible to ehare the available 
water in a fair and seneible way. He however added that serious curtaiiment is 
ynavoidable. Mr Boyle aleo announced that from time to time when the rationing 
houre change, people will be informed either through Radio Botewana or the DAIL’) 
NEWS. He said the shortage has been caused by a sudden high demand probably be- 
ause of the rising temperatures. [Text] [Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 15 Oct 
80 p 1) 


“ATER SHORTAGE--Development projects at Kgagocdi, Mogapinyana and Diioro are re 


ported to be at a standstill due to an acute water shortage in the area Resi- 
lente of the three villages travel 36 kms to Meunatlala and Tamasane to draw wa- 
ter The Chief Representative for the three villages, Mr M. Malokwane, eaid the 


borehole in the area, whose water is salty anyway, does not yield enough ¢t 

ater for the villages. He said some of the residente draw water from individual 
welle but that these wells were also running dry. Development pro‘ects iike hous- 
ing clerks and local police, including the renovation of some teachers’ quarters 
ave since stopped, he said. Adding that people's efforts to develop their vil- 
lages through self-help were thwarted as a result of lack of water. Mr Malokwane 
explained that residents were forced to buy water from those who own private wells 
for consumption The Family Welfare Educator in the central clinic, Mrs Mhaiadi, 


| 


mplained that the dry epell in the area is so serious that at times she is torced 
take a bucket of water from her house to ease the crisis at the clinic. She ex- 
plained that there were drugs and pills which cannot be administered without water 
and wondered what would happen to patients if the dry spell continues. Most of the 
residents buy water from those with transport at »orices ranging from 60 to 65 thebe 
a drum. [Text] [Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 31 Oct 80 p 1) 
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NIGERIA 
BRLEFS 

NA N ASTER The Unated Bank for Africa Limited (UBA) has donated a 
su f BO, Natt the victime of recent disasters in two states of th 
ecderatior ney ire 50,000 Naira to the victimes of O@gunpa flood dieaseter in 

idan and 490,000 Natra to the ofl spillage disaster in some areas of the Riv 
tate [hie was announced recently by the Chairman of the bank, Mr. Michae Audi 
4 a, in Port-Harcourt while presenting a 30,000 Naira cheque to River State 

ernor, Cnhtef Melford OKil During the occasion, Mr. Buba stated that the bank 


id earlier presented a cheque for 50,000 Naira to the victims of the Ogunpa flood 
ligaster in ibdadan ‘Excerpt ‘Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 28 Oct 8 )} 


OROUGHT IN GURL DISTRICT*-More than 2,930 tonnes of assorted crops have deen 

reportedly destroyed by drought in Guri District in the Hadejia Local Government 
area of Kano State. A statement from the area recently said that the local govern- 
ment’s Councillor tor Agriculture and Health, Maiam Mohagmed Naagin, mace the dis- 
losure while briefing the press. The councillor gave the breakdown of the crops 
lestroyed as 1,552 tonnes of millet, 923 tonnes of guineacorn, 360 Connes of beans 


, 
While the ouncillor gave the amount of seed cotton and rice damagec by the drought 
as /O and 25 tonnes, respectively. About 2,43/ people were affected by th: yught 


An invasion fa large number of farms by quelea dDirds and iocusts was recent 
reported in the area, [Text] [Kaduna NEW NIGERIAN in English 16 Oct WO p i3/ 
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USSR 


SEVERE STORM SLASHES ACROSS BELORUSSIA 


Minek ZVYAZDA in Beloruseian 24 Aug 80 p 3 


\Article (BELTA): "People Stronger Than the Elements”) 

\Text) A tew days ago a severe storm, bringing heavy winds and rains, battered its 
way from the community of Vysokoye in Kamenetskiy Rayon to Slavgorod in Mogilevekaya 
Oblast -- sweeping across ILvatsevichekiy, Gantsevichskiy, Baranovichekiy, Slutekiy, 


Bobruyskiy, and several other rayons, doing damage in a number of areas. The storm 
downed power lines, toppled buildings and trees, and flattenedcrops.... 


This was a powerful display of the forces of nature, but man proved to be stronger. 


fhe storm wreaked the greatest havoc in Brestskaya Oblast. Roofs were torn from 
more chan 600 houses, and a number of livestock buildings, feed preparation shops, 
storage sheds, maintenance shops, and greenhouses were damaged. Rivers jumped 
their banks Fields, meadows and crops were inundated over a considerable area. 


Local, party, Soviet and economic agencies, urban and rural workers immediately 
swung into emergency action to repair the damage done by the storm -- repairing 
damaged buildings and rescuing ripened crops. Damage to the power system in Pinsk 
and Baranovichi was quickly repaired, and repairs were completed on high-voltage 
power lines Telephone trunk lines were put back into service, and a number of 
rural dial telephone exchanges were switched over to their own emergency power. 


All recovery activities in the towns and villages are being supervised by oblast 
and rayon headquarters set up for this purpose, as well as party-Soviet and eco- 
nomic activists. Approximately 100,000 urban volunteers are rendering considerable 


assistance to farmers in harvesting crops, putting away feed, and performing a 
number of other jobs. 


lal transport detachments and teams have been set up in all localities at enter- 


.ses and organizations, to assist kolkhozes and sovkhozes in hauling agricul- 
tcurai product 
er, Slate and other requisite materials have been allocated for repairing 
‘ama xt sat d ings . 
| organization and ingenuity under these difficult conditions are being dis- 
played, tor example, by the farmers of Brestsekiy Rayon. On the Rossiya Kolkhoz 
more than 60 persons have taken to the fields with scythe and sickle. They are 


rescuing rops on t[iooded ground. Maintenance shops have fabricated drags from 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


STRAC DARDS ON AUTO EMISSIONS, NOISE PLANNED 
Hambur, LEGEL in German 3 Nov 80 pp 22-25 


xt interior Minister Baum intends to compel the car industry 
build less polluting vehicles 


Federal Minister of the Interior Gerhart Baum could hardly believe his ears. When 
sais for environmental control in the course of last week's 
coalition negotiations, his chancellor applauded: “Yes, Baum,” said Helmut Schmidt 
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i yuu ive my Support 
Saum was amazed at his let s backing; heretofore he had usually been scolded 


for * proposed policies And now he had approval of a project which he had expect- 
i would meet with scift resistance. 


His plan, approved in the coalition talks, is this: He wants to compel the automobile 
industry to turn out vehicles which make less noise and emit fewer pollutants. Baum, 
er raged by the neent of his lord and master, said: ‘Now we will tackle the motor 


at inat 18 environmental enemy No | 
ii reparat t the crucial discussions the minister had hamseif well supplied with 
arguments ‘igures ane papers prepared dy the experts f his Beriin environmental 
aye »y enviar mentalists noted that car exhausts generate 60 percent of ths 
Cox art monoxide in the air of the Federal Republic. Measurements showed that, 
t rba invons large ities such as Cologne, cars contribute more than 90 
t it i ijlution 
t mut 1 stl lhe en market idvers iv affect he alti not nly 


za Missi | Dut a lue noises According to an EEC inquiry nearly 


, . : ° | ’ . = ‘ | . * P - . as .¢ 
"T re Federal Republic complains of noise pollution, and 


t wt nas vi ently resisted any attempt to make it embark on the 
ass prod polluting ars [Industry spokesmen complain that the higher 


would langer competitiveness by comparison to rivals who are uncon- 

i ct the wel eing of other However, when an important export customer, 
tates ide the respective improvements a condition of entry, the German 

ns had ttl t .e in complying, and the desired types quickly rolled off the 








; . 


with the aid tf research subsidies from the federal budget che aut producers have 


i fact constructed engines \ready for mass production) which emit 5U percent less 
Llutants than is permatted by the current--generous--regulations in the Federal 
yubla aum's Berlin aides computed the additional costs involved at only 

: per vehicle Nor do such engines use more gasoline 


At the same time technical tricks : nh as a reduction in the rate of engine revolu 


ns permit a distinct lowering of noise pollution Tests have shown that it would 
e quite easy for the industry to reduce car noise to a tenth of the now admissible 
ios. Praised by the Berlin officials, some quieter vehicles are already on the 
market: The Ford Granada 2.8 1, the Renault 5 TL, and a diesel truck produced by 
Maj ani Ca 
C Last 4iSlative term not even Baum made a serious attempt to urge industry 
nceentrat ich technically feasible and economically sensible productions 


He felt unable to compel the auto industry by legislative means 
‘rding to EEC law no country may unilaterally decree such requirements becaus: 
ld obstruct the free exchange of goods among the European countries; so far. 


Wwever, nn Agreement on antipolluting instructions has been achieved in Brussels 


Jam has used the coalition talks to have those means of coercion approved, which 


will give the green light to environmental controls The most stringent noise and 
mission requirements prevailing in other countries are to become mandatory on the 


try nly those cars will be licensed in Germany which demonstrate the 
le st world standard. 


‘aum has made up his mind that “EEC environmenta! policy may no longer be subordinat- 
ed to the primacy of the coordination of trade and competition What we need is most 
ivored stitutefor environmental contro! 
itially the Inte minister will try soft words to persuade German indust 
> . FE are A _ hi l If | Sa ls--apr } . c * > p avec 
> ‘ aaah ies ‘ accept is Pp ans. i ne ‘ ai $i. that s m at Lian Lie » ’ 
e Wi show his teeth. In such a case he intends in the 1982 Bundestag session 


ro antroduce legislation with strict provisions 


From 1981 tirms polluting any waters wil! nve to pay a ievy intends lis the enact- 
ent of an analogous environmental levy to be imposed on those w llute the alr. 
Saum plans the amount of the levy to be graduated consonant with tiie extent of the 
Wh: ot s eed in getting this new environmental levy accepted in the course otf 
‘ ’ ‘7 
in lery discussions. The coalition partners merely agreed to consider such 
if justry refuses to go along voluntarily The interior @inister, for his 
a1 as decided to exploit this vague phraseology--he invokes the FDP election pro- 
* ; 
« : c a © i T ragement ls tal 4 t r t mat i 
siti in Brussels 
ther Europeans take the minister s lliater action to the Europear 
f Bon intends ¢t ite article 36 of the EE Treaty Ai rding to this unilater 
4. trade restrictions are admissible if they ‘rve the protection of the healtt 
ar ives people. 
| 
11495 





NOLSE 


POLLUTION 


LEVELS IN ATHENS 


LNCREASE 


Athens BUSINESS & FLNANCE in English 1 Nov 80 pp 9-14 


(Text) 


Noise has siweys been 4 disagrees 
bie aspect of humen society. Today 
however, the problems associated with 
increased noire levels Nave soquired 
massive proportions. Not only at work, 
but at home as well , people are exposed 
to a level o' noise thet adversely affects 
their health, their relaxation, end as a 
consequence, the quality of their work. 

Like al! other forms of pollution, 
noise pollution has been caused by the 
technological and industria! develop 
ment thet has taken place in recent 
yeers. The well-being of the members of 
society was not teken into acoount, or 
st best merely given second place to 
economic considerations. The over. 
populstion of the cities, the ever-increa 
ng number end veriety of vehicies, 


construction activity and mechanisation, 


have al! combined to creste a ceteri. 
orating situation. The quality of life is 
seriously threatened 

Although nose pollution does not 
differ greatly from other forms of pollu 
tion, in that like the others, it contribu 
tes to the destruction of the environ. 
ment, the sources of noise pollution are 
generally greater in number and variety. 

The annual increase in the level of 
noise in the world’s large cities is estime 
ted to be about idbA (a unit for measu- 
ring the voiume of noise.) A study 
which wes conducted in Athens proved 
that from 1974 to 1978, nose levets 
increased by about 3.5dbA. (See Tables 
A and 8). The gravity of this is recogn:- 
0 when it s remembered thet an inc 
rease of 10 decibels almost doubles the 


60 


acoustic impression. According to the 
results of @ survey on noise conducted 
recently in the Athens Metropolitan 
Area by the noise contro! sector of the 
Environmental Pollution Control 
Project, noise appears to have become a 
major environmental nuisance for the 
inhabitants of Athens. 


27% seid it was strnospheric pollution. 
Further details are given in Table |. 





Table 1: What bothers people 
most about the neighbourhood 
they live in 





Air pollution 27-31% 
Private and public services 811% 
General environment 78% 
Noise 3-35% 
Norse-essociated annoy ances o11% 
Car traffic 7.7% 
Trains 2-3% 
Trucks and buses 1-6% 
Motocycies and bicycles 1.1% 





GREECE 











When asked specifically about noise, 
30% said that they suffered a little, 48% 
said that they suffered to a great extent, 
and 21% said that noise did not bother 
them at all. This indicates thet over half 
the po ‘ation of Athens suffers as 6 
result of noise to 8 greater or lesser 
extent, and it is a problem for 80% of 
the inhabitants, It should aiso be noted 
that the areas in which the survey took 
Dlece are not necessarily considered to 
heave any | special’ noise problems. 

The survey also determined the 
various sources of noise, and proved 
thet the main source was traffic, with 
building and construction  sctivities 
coming second, (See Tabie 2.) 

in order of importance, sources of 
traffic noise were motorcycles, buses, 
trucks, and the use of horns. Construc 
tion activity sources were compressors 
and air hammers. Sleep and relaxation 
were the human activities reported as 
being the most disturbed by noise. (See 
Table 3.) 

Most people (80%) felt that noise 

was affecting their health, and a remar- 
kable percentage of the population uses 
sleeping pilis or tranquilisers (occasion- 
ally:11%, often: 7%). Other conciusions 
arrived at from the survey were: 
- @ - Susceptibility to noise annoyance 
increases with @ person’ s dissatisfaction 
with the quality of his general environ 
ment, his attitude to prevention of noise 
and his beliefs about the effects of noise 
on his health. 

b . Demographic factors such as age 
and sex do not appear to affect the ex: 
tent to which «@ person is disturbed by 
noise. 

c - The level of education seems to 
play @ Dart, as the higher the level of a 
person's education, the more he seems 
disturbed by noise. 

- @ -» Susceptibility to noise annoyance 
increases with overcrowding within a 
household. 

- @ - The inhabitant of Athens sem 
to become more end more affected by 
noe, the longer they remain in conti- 
nuous residence in the Athens Metropo 
litan Area. This final conclusion indice 
tes that it is @ mistake to conclude that 
people are able to edapt to noise. 


The measurement 
of noise 


From the results of measurements 
teken by the Noise Control Sector, it 
was determined that the noise lieve! for 
most of the areas of Athens « 
55-80dbA. 

Some suburban areas (Psychiko, 
Kifissia) have jower levels of 47-67dbA, 
while others, near the airport (Alimos, 
Glyftada) have higher levels of 
60-87dbA. Further details are shown in 
Table 4. 


What are the acceptable 
noise limits? 


Generally, it is very difficult to 
answer such @ question as this with an 
exect figure, for two main reasons. 

~ The level at which noise becomes a 
nuisance is clearly a subsective matter. 

—- In @ great number of human 
activities, the security levels or the 
tolerable iimits of noise escaiate. For 
example, there are different levels for 
the upper limits of tolerable noise for 
such different activities as studying or 
entertaining. Therefore, a level of noise 
that is acceptable to the majority of the 
population mey be considered intoier 
able by a sicnificant minority. For tnis 
reason, the estaDlishment of eccepwbie 
noise limits has to be based on the 
reactions of the majority of the 
population, while acknowledging that a 
percentage wii! continue to be disturbed 
within those limits. 

in a recent EC study, two standard 
levels were proposed. The first one is a 
tolerabie level, and the second is one 
that seems to be acceptable by the 
majority of the population. in the 
equivalent level of noise (LEQ) these 
two levels are 65-700bA and 55-60dbA 
respectively. 


The effects of noise 


a Noise can cause permanent damage 
to the inner ear, The permanent loss of 
hearing mey result, which can range 
from a light disability to complete 
deafness. Noise can also cause a 














Table 2: ‘How much are you bothered by these noise sources?’ 




















not at all a little a lot 
Traffic 23-26% 27-29% 44-50% 
Compressors 57-57% 17-18% 24-26% 
Construction activities 63-65% 17-18% 18-18% 
industrial activities 80-92% 3-5% 57% 
Air traffic 96-96% 3-3% 1-1% 
Buses 55-59% 20-20% 21-25% 
Trolleys 84-89% 5-7% 69% 
Trains 82-86% 7-0% 6-9% 
Trucks 47-47% 29-29% 24-24% 
Motorcycles 23-25% 21-24% 52-56% 
Emergency sirens 85-86% 8-9% 6-6% 
Children playing 77-80% 12-14% 89% 
Neighbours 72-74% 18 19% 89% 
Car horns 51-53% 25-25% 22-24% 
Animals 92-93% 44% 44% 
Tavernas 94-94%, 2-2% 4-5% 
Open theatres 97-97% 1.1% 2-2% 
Open cinemas 99-99% 0-0% 01% 
Air conditioning appliances 99-99% 0-0% 01% 
Other 88-90% 910% 2-2% 
Table 3: ‘Does noise bother you?’ 
Never Occa- Often 
sionally 
During meals 83-83% 10-11% 67% 
During your afternoon rest 33-W% 11-11% 35-37% 
While sleeping at night 43-45% 24-24% 31-33% 
At work 80-81% 10-11% 9O% 
While reading or studying 64-67% 17-18% 16-18% 
While watching TV 81-83% 910% 89% 
While conversing 79-81% 12-13% 7-8% 
While entertaining 87-89% 6-7% 56% 
While relaxing 31-32% 30-33% 35-38% 
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Table 4 Noise levels in the areas of Athens 
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